Possible mechanism for down-regulation of autoantibody production by auto-anti-idiotype.
Once it is recognized that antigen and anti-idiotype antibody can both react with idiotype-bearing cells, it becomes apparent that there are certain similarities and differences in the consequences of these interactions. It is therfoore interesting to consider why anti-idiotype antibody might differ from antigen in its effect on cells. Here the authors suggest a possible mechanism for down-regulation of auto-antibody production by auto-anti-idiotype.